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was a time when the mails used to travel from Baghdad to
Damascus on the backs of racing camels. Compared with
the centuries during which that method of transport
remained unchanged, the coming of air transport seems to
have occupied no appreciable interval of time. But the
1,300 horse-power air liner as we see it in 1929, more
wonderful in its construction than those monuments of the
past that watch over the desert, was not conjured up -by
the rubbing of a lamp.
In laying stress on the difficulties encountered by the
Royal Air Force during the earlier days of the Air Mail,
I have only described what must inevitably happen in
any new and arduous undertaking before experience is
gained and suitable remedies are applied. One by one
these difficulties were overcome, until by the time that the
Service was ready to hand over the route to a civil organi-
zation an extraordinary degree of efficiency had been
attained. The Air Mail was running with perfect
regularity, and the forced landings, which were not infre-
quent during the earlier days, had become a thing of the
past, which veteran pilots were able, as it were, to recount
as events of their youth 1
The civil air service, which is to run from Cairo to
Karachi, was inaugurated in December, 1926, when the
Secretary of State for Air, Sir Samuel Hoare, accompanied
by Lady Maud Hoare and Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey
Salmond, flew from London to Delhi. To run this service
a fleet of five air liners was built by the De Havilland
Aircraft Company. The type of aircraft, the D.H.66,
or "Hercules" as it is called, is suited in every way to the
work it has to perform, and has given excellent results,
It is fitted with three air-cooled Bristol "Jupiter** radial
engines giving 425 horse-power each. The aerofl$ae

